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1 It {s a1fPicult to compare the educationsl status (Gagres) of the Boviet with
the U8 educational ingtiiution degree, 'The Boviet system is a very wll regia
manted system, Then, too, there is no ¢onnection between the educatioanl

status one has amt an educational titles. I should 1ike
of efucation in the Soviet Tirst,

2, The first degree of education is the'eh.ntlry‘or'fwrw.'.

Bleted four grades is referred to as & "NBachalnce*,

3¢ T next higwr degrees of education arc-

b Enadidat (Casdidate) « «

*“complete niddie

Qe who has come

The next s%p is 1in the ten
mmnuouwho.umtmcm- 1s referred to as "
‘isconplete middle’, One vho kas completed high school (ommasium) or a speetal
technical 1nstitute 1s referred to as "Folnoe Brednee” o o’

Mepolace Sredase” or
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work for his status as a'Kaudidet’at an educational insti-
tution, at an icduatry or on his own. There is no set .
curriculum, . Neltker is'there a time 1imit, The irdividual
1s free to call on an educational institution for assiztance.
if neceagary. It should be borne in mind that a'Kandidat’ is
alvays a Kandidat'in a certain field; i e, chemistry, phyaics,
philosophy, psychology, etc. To reach the "Kendidat® status,.
the individual must complete reseerch in his field and prepare
his thesis. Because his thesis must be publicly defended, . " .
he must find a profiessor or otherwise qualified individual to
present and argue his firdings, 'The theels is then. submitted
to & university or to an:educational. institution connected
with & particula® fndustry (if 1t concerns an iadustry). - It
can be said.tka* am ini ulicle, cne who bas successiuily gainad’
the atatus of a "Kandidat' 1s muck more qualified in his fleld
than the average Lolder cf a US masterts degree ‘because ‘of the
extensive time and work speut oL researck,

The status of "Doktor® i3 the Soviet 1s divided irto two
classes:. the foreign "™Doktor" and the -3oviet "Doktor", The
degres ‘of "Dckicr" conferred by foreign.countries {in parti-
cular, Germany, Austria and France) was not coasidered to be
as good as the Soviet "Doktor", namely because the foreign
degree was obtained by completing a set currioculum in a- get
time, On the other hand, the Soviet Doktor had to complete’
&n extensive research problem in hig particular field and it
was harder for him to obtain the status. From a purely edu-
cational atandpoint the foreign "Doktor" had a more rounded
background, wheres the Soviet "Doktor® usually knew only his
particuler field. To further explain, a "Vyashee® would come
Plete a chemistry curriculum at college., He would then start
working in the leather industry and apply himself towards be-
coming a "Kardidat® in leather chemistry. Upcn reaching the
"Kendidat® gtatus he would go on and become *Doktor® of
Chemistry. However, he weuld only know leather chemistry and
would not be as broadly educated in chemistry as a US Doctor
of Chemistry. It can, therefore, be zeen that the Soviet
"Dokter® ie not always as well qualified as the US Doctor
educationally.

The "Member-Correspcudert® is one who has gained recognition
in a particu.ar field and 1s honored by the title., Usually,
it 1s the result of musk study and practicel spplication,
However, it is not always 80, for the Communist Party recog-
nizes Party loyalty and Party work and aocmetimes confers the
titls to special Party membars, Generally, however, in the
fleld of science, the *Hember~Correspondent® 1s a Doktor and
well qualified., There is no comparison of any such degrese
in the Us,

The "Academik® is the highest "degree®™ that can be earned in
the USSR, It reflects the highest recognition in a psrticular
fleld and 1s conferred on individuals who have previously
been recognized as’Member-correspondents! BHare again politics
Plays a part in some cases, and, like those elected'Member-
correspondents) pure education is not an important factor,
Again there is no comparisen of icademik® to any degree in
the US,

There are Academies of Sciences on the Republic level as well
88 the All-Union (or Soviet) icademy of Scisnces and "Academiks"
are usually elected as meabers to ek, the "Academik® of the
All-Union Academy of Sciences being the highest ®degree® that
can be bestowed. Members can be elected to the All-Union
Academy without having deen previously so recognised by an
Acadeay on the Republic level, The difference is in the fact
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that a member of the Republic Acadeny is recognized for
outstanding work on a sc-called local level while & Member

of the All-Union‘Aca.demy is so recognized for outstending - .
work of ‘an all-union cp natloral significance, It follows,
therefore, that recognition by the 411-Union Acadenmy of
‘Sciances 1a the highest ®degrees® to be afforded the Soviet
scientist or specialist, ' . . TR
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Both: thefL-ll-Union“Academy of 'Sclences and Republic ica- . ‘
demies of Sciences have their own, Separate, resgearch ingti- -
‘tutions, Invariably the Director of such an Institute 1g an
"Acadenik® and. with the exception of the Moscow and Lenin-

‘grad Institutes, there 1s. only one "Academik™ oomnected with

the Institute, the department heads being 'Ilaxnberecorrespondentn'. ‘

"Acadenils" ars net #luays sssceiated with an scadeny of
Sclences Institute, They can be associated. with an educational
inatitution, as many are,.or, as in the case of the civil en~
ginser (whose name I camnot recall) who built' the huge canal
to the Baltic, be assoclated with neither, . This latter is:
the exception,. o T e o
Therefore, looking at the' fact that the Soviet scientist ig
not.'only honored for his outstanding work but is in effect
granted Sdegreest of "&mber-correspondent" and member of .
first, the Republic Academies, and then the All-Union Academy,
I feel that suck recoguition 1s beyond the ‘honor beatowsd on
US sclentists by being elected members of the US Acadenmy of
Sciences, Next, the academies have their working, research in-
stitutes where the bulk of the "Academiks® devote their time
to continuous problems ir their special fieldg, Then, too,
the Soviet "icademik" Las invariably spent many years of work
in his field and hag accompiished great results (for the
Soviet). The fact that the total number of Members of the a1l
Union Academy of Se{znces i but seme 200 reflects the re-
strictions placed on fcientists in being elected "icadmiks",
The Soviet acadmies cf sciences ara working institutions not
like the U3 Natioral Azsdemy of Scienceswhich is more or less
of an advisory board,

4. The following titles are given to those irdividuals who make & career of education:

8, Aspirant - - - To make & cerrect comparison of .an ®ispirant” to a similar
title in a Us educational institution 4s A1ffionlt, The
closest one might come to the "Aspirant® degree is a graduate
student of education in the US. The Soviet ®Aspirant® is g
"Vysshee" who wants to make a career of educatior, He
either applies for or is appointed to the post and when ac-
¢epted by a particulan institution he starts hig training to
become an assistant, Ne obzerves tho professcr in action
in the classrocm ard leboratory, corrects exanination papers,
monitors classes and Supervises some practical work., Hs may
give trial lectures occasiznally, In brief, ke is learning
to be a teacher.

b. Assistent - = « The next highest position for an "Aspirant® 1s that of an
"Assistant®, After the "Aspirant® heg co@pleted a required
period of training, he does not automatically become an
®Assistant®, 4n educational inatitution has a set mmber of
positiona. Therefrie, as openings cocur through promotions,
expansion, etc, ncw men are moved thead, Whether or not an
“issistant® must be a "Kendidat® depends on ‘the institution
to which he i3 attacked, An "4ssigtante® is an instruotor and
assfatent to a professor in one particular departaent.
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‘¢, Docent ~ - - The "Assistant® next moves on to being a "Docert®, depend-
" ‘ ‘ ing again upon.opemings or vacancies available., A *Docent®
usually 13 also a ®Kendidat® but, as is comson in the
‘Soviet,there can be exceptions, For example, & loyal Party
man can-bs moved to a "Docent™ position without being a

"Kandidat® and, after being promoted, he is given a reasonable

period of time to become a "Kandidat®,

'd, Professor - - The Soviet professor usually has a "Doktor's® degree, again
_with the usual Soviet exceptions, He i3 the hoad of a de-
partment and usually a very well qualified man,.comperable

%o the US professor, It is not mandatory that he hold the |

degroe of ‘¥Dckbord,
- .

e, Director = - The director of a Soviet educaiional institution, comparable "
© . ".to a US college president, is not always a aualified man in o
education, Too often the Soviets place political “haoks® in
the position of director of an institution, There are many
directora, however, who are very well qualified and able nen.

., 5+ As I have pointed out above, a Soviet "Kandidat® is essentially equal to.the master?s
" degree in the US, In many respects it is somewhat above the master's degree because
of the intenaive research in a particular field, and the greater length of time . -
neoded to become a "Kandidat®, However, a "Kandidat® in the Soviet i3 mot the equiva-
lent of a US doctor, In terms of completad research, a "Kandidat® does have as much
exparience in certain fields as a US doctor but his knowledge of the entire field is

limited. This applies also to the Soviet "Doktor®.
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